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Press release

For immediate release 

27.04.2025
£400,000 partnership 
between London Youth and 
The Sir Simon Milton Foundation 
will fund a new project to inspire young Londoners in the creative arts

More young Londoners will have the chance to explore, engage with, and enjoy the creative arts thanks to £400,000 of funding made available by the Sir Simon Milton Foundation, who have fully funded London Youth’s Young Creators Programme in the City of Westminster until 2030. 

The Sir Simon Milton Young Creators Programme, Westminster, will offer over 600 young Londoners the opportunity to try their hand at new art forms through taster days, undertake creative arts projects alongside professional artists and gain insight into creative careers through unique industry experiences. 
Pauline Daniyan, Chief Executive of London Youth said: “London Youth is absolutely delighted to have secured this generous funding from The Sir Simon Milton Foundation. It enables our member organisations in Westminster to confidently run a range of enriching creative activities that meet the needs of young people which are free, locally delivered, and inclusive.
“London’s children and young people matter. We believe their voice matters and they deserve every chance to make the most of their lives. Young Creators provides them with a fantastic opportunity to learn new skills, follow their passions, and explore their identity and communities.”
A 2024 report showed that 78% of Westminster’s young people felt mental health was an issue, with 52% feeling it was ‘somewhat common’ and 26% feeling it was ‘very common’ while 50% of those surveyed felt worried or stressed*. The report also showed that pressures from the ongoing cost-of-living crisis have heightened many young people’s sense of vulnerability and fears for their future. 
Engaging in creative arts offers numerous health benefits, including positively impacting both mental and physical well-being, as well as helping to reduce stress, anxiety, and boost self-esteem.
Young Creators delivers real impact. It increases confidence, improves life skills, builds knowledge of the arts as an engagement tool and a form of expression, and opens up employability opportunities. 
David Shaw, Chair of the Sir Simon Milton Foundation said: “The Sir Simon Milton Young Creators Programme, Westminster is a focused partnership with London Youth which we are delighted to support. There is a great need in Westminster for productive and enjoyable activity out of school for young people. This initiative is wholly in line with our charity’s objectives.”
Creative arts encompass a broad range of artistic expressions, including visual arts, performing arts, music, design, and media. For every £1 invested in the creative arts, £2.23 is generated. The creative arts contribute £128bn to the UK economy, with research showing 2.4m people were employed in the creative arts in 2022. 
Robert Davis MBE DL, Deputy Chairman of the Sir Simon Milton Foundation, and Sir Simon’s widower, adds: “Sir Simon Milton was an exceptional Leader of Westminster Council and a distinguished Deputy Mayor of London, widely respected, admired, and warmly regarded across the political spectrum. Following his sudden and untimely passing in 2011, the Foundation was established to carry forward his inspiring legacy - particularly his dedication to supporting young people and combating loneliness and isolation among older members of the community. 
Throughout his political career, Simon placed great importance on mentoring, training, and empowering young people. With his personal passion for culture and the arts, the Foundation is proud to honour his vision by supporting the Young Creators Programme in his name. Delivered through Westminster’s youth clubs - many of which Simon personally championed – the programme continues the vital work he cared so deeply about.”
London Youth regularly surveys and assesses the needs of its 600 member youth organisations, many of which consistently request arts sessions. The Sir Simon Milton Young Creators Programme, Westminster, will enable community youth organisations to play to their strengths, developing young people’s social and emotional skills and supporting them to engage with creative activities to build confidence, improve their mental health, and discover a range of new creative art forms and industries. 
An awards ceremony will be held in Westminster to showcase the participants’ work at the end of every year.
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Notes to editors 

About London Youth 

We’re a charity on a mission to support the capital’s youth sector to improve the lives of young people. We do this with and through our members – a network of around 600 youth organisations – and at our two outdoor learning centres, Hindleap Warren and Woodrow High House. 

Throughout our 138-year history, community youth organisations have provided a constant lifeline and a vital safe space outside the family and formal education, where young people can develop confidence, resilience and skills. Young people need opportunities outside school to have fun with their friends, to make a positive change in their communities and to shape the city they live in. 

We look to work with all young people, focusing particularly on those who wouldn’t otherwise have access to the kind of opportunities we offer.    

londonyouth.org 

Bluesky | Instagram | Facebook | LinkedIn | YouTube


About The Sir Simon Milton Foundation

Set up in memory of the late Sir Simon Milton, the Foundation has the principal aim of continuing to deliver Simon’s vision of a caring city that offers opportunity for all.  The Foundation has two objectives, namely, to address loneliness and isolation amongst older members of the Westminster community and secondly, to support young people as they develop into the generation of the future.  

After many years organsising the growing and successful Silver Sunday programme, which takes place on the first Sunday in each October and which facilitates nearly 2,000 free events for older people to attend throughout the country, the Foundation recently transferred the responsibility for Silver Sunday to Age UK, to enable it to expand further. However, the Foundation continues to organise a free Tea Dance each December for 1,000 older Westminster residents in the Grosvenor House Hotel in Park Lane as well as continues to distribute hundreds of Christmas hampers to members of the older community in Westminster. 

The Foundation also provides bursaries each year for undergraduates from disadvantaged backgrounds attending Gonville & Caius College, Cambridge, where Sir Simon studied. 

*‘Our city, our future: Understanding the needs of young people in Westminster in 2023/24’ – Rocket Science & Young Westminster Foundation 2024.
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